
Camden Historic Resources Committee 
Minutes 

Tuesday, August 14, 2018 - Walsh History Center, Camden Public Library 
 

Call to Order:  4:05 p.m. 
 

Members Present: Pat Skaling (RM), Judy McGuirk (RM), Chris Fasoldt (RM), Susan Neves (RM), 
Walsh History Center Liaison: Ken Gross 
Volunteers: Mike Skaling, Dennis McGuirk 
Visitor:  Jane Mackay 
 
 
Secretary’s Report/ Review of Minutes: Minutes approved as written. 
 
Chair’s Report: Pat reported that the America Boathouse restoration is progressing. Side walls will 
be removed and stored to be returned to the structure as soon as the understructure and the framing 
have been stabilized. As much as possible of the original materials, including windows, will be 
salvaged and reinstated at a later date.  The shed addition on right side was never part of the 
National Register application and will be removed. 
 
Information from Pat’s recent meeting with Audra: 

• The Select Board approved the HRC work plan for 2018-2019.   
• Audra said a “restricted account” could be established in the town office for the plaque 

committee to use when receiving payments from homeowners who are purchasing historic 
plaques for their homes. 

• The entrance sign on Route 1 north of town welcoming visitors to Camden has been taken 
down to evaluate for either repair or replacement. 

 
 
HRC GOALS/UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Stewardship: 

Village Green:  Judy reported that the Garden Club held a maintenance workday on July 16th. 
The next one is scheduled for August 20th.  More rot was found on two benches nearest the 
Allen Agency.  Judy will alert Tom Beauregard. 
 
Opera House:  Chris reported that water is seeping through the outer wall, on the Washington 
St. side, into the rear offices.  The fire department will conduct a test to determine what needs 
to be fixed.  
 
Curtis Island:  Mike reported that the Belvedere grants will not be announced until September 
instead of the originally scheduled award date of mid-August.  Two windows have been 
restored with thirteen to go.  Six windows in the boathouse need restoration but were not 
included in the grant request.  
 

Education/Recognition 
Report of Historic Homes Sub-committee:  Susan Neves reported that the sub-committee has 
met twice, and she passed out a suggested plaque application form that the committee has 
drafted.  A finalized version of the application will be ready soon for the committee’s approval. 
Also, Mike developed a pamphlet prototype that would inform property owners about the 
different plaques available.  Richard Remsen is willing to make the plaques which are hand-



cast with each requiring its own date.  Susan has reviewed the 1980 Landmarks Commission 
manual and suggested the program criteria for qualification stay the same. The sub-committee 
continues to work on many of the details and seeks volunteers from the community.  The next 
sub-committee meeting is Sept. 14.   
 
Other Historic Properties/Districts: Pat reported that the house at 6 Jacobs Ave. has recently 
been demolished.  Neighbors are interested in seeking National Historic District status for the 
neighborhood and are currently gathering information to support an application.  HRC 
contacted Michael Goebel-Bain at Maine Historic Preservation Commission to seek guidance 
for the Jacobs neighbors and relayed the necessary information they need for application 
purposes.  Alleson Bixler has been the point person for the neighborhood and is actively 
gathering information to meet the criteria.  Michael G-B. suggested that identifying a common 
theme or thread will often help in the application process.  It appears that there may be a 
common builder.   
 
Pat followed up with Michael Goebel-Bain about progress on the Mt. Battie/ Memorial Tower 
nomination.  No progress to report yet, but Maine HPC is talking about it. 

 
 
POLICY 

Update of demolition ordinance sub-committee:  The sub-committee of Beedy, Chris F., and 
Pat met twice in July.  The document is nearly ready for public discussion.  Several meetings 
have been held with Development Director/Code Enforcement Officer Jeremy Martin.  As the 
sub-committee continues to fine-tune the document, Jeremy is writing the section on the 
appeals process.  Jeremy anticipates the process of public awareness and input will determine 
the dates for Select Board and town approval.  For information purposes the sub-committee 
secured a list of demolitions in Camden in the last ten years.  Eleven houses have been 
demolished since 2014.   
                                

 At the next meeting we will discuss communication plan for the ordinance. 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Signage for Historic Districts:  Plans for signs marking the historic districts need to be 
coordinated with Deb Dodge and the Design Committee.  Mike Skaling and Dennis McGuirk 
will work on sign designs. 

 
Meeting was adjourned at 5:35 PM 
 
 
NEXT MEETING WILL BE TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11 AT 4 PM 
 


